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treating directly with France, and that he believed,
for example, that she would never consent to leave us
Holland, unless new and repeated triumphs on the
part of the Emperor should accustom her to the neces-
sity of giving way. ... I should be unjust to M, de
Metternich if I seemed to infer from what I have
said that he is not perfectly loyal to us in every
respect. A thousand reasons incline me to think
thus."

The Count of Narbonne was at first over optimistic;
but a few days sufficed to give him an exacter appre-
ciation of the state of things. " It seems impossible,
my Lord," he said in his despatch of April 1,1813, " to
refuse to believe that the excitement now prevailing
threatens Germany with a most violent, wide-spread,
and possibly, sudden explosion. Every country into
which any Russians have been able to make their
way seems to have earnestly set about to turning
every German into an implacable foe of France; I
say every German, because they pretend to recognize
no national differences; and now, more than ever,
publications on the present state of affairs urge the
disregard of whatever might weaken the common
hatred of us, which should inspire every one who
lives between the Rhine and the Memen. These
publications infest the whole Austrian Empire. In a
word, the whole condition of things here repeats that
of Prussia before the battle of Jena. It is plainer to
me than ever that on our side we hava, as you truly
said to me, only the Emperor, M. de Metternich, and